Relative ear advantage and element duration.
Lauter [J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 71, 701-707 (1982)] reported that although the magnitude and direction of the absolute ear advantage for speech and nonspeech sound sets presented dichotically varies considerably among listeners, consistent patterns of a relative ear advantage (EArel) across sound sets are preserved from listener to listener. She further claimed that EArel appeared to be related to the duration of elements that composed a sequence. The existence of EArel is investigated for four sound sets: CV nonsense syllables and pitch patterns that were composed of 50-, 80-, or 120-ms tones. The paradigm was target monitoring, a Yes/No task in which listeners attended to only one ear and listened for the presence of a target signal. The results failed to confirm that listeners have a consistent relative ear advantage related to element duration for nonspeech sound sets.